[Relevance of coronaviruses. The SARS example].
The emergence of the new SARS coronavirus has shown dramatically the high relevance of human coronavirus infections. This overview presents data of both epidemiological and clinical studies of this new virus infection. Moreover, details of research on the pathogenesis, diagnostics, and therapy are given. The recent infections in December 2003 clearly document that SARS will be a major topic also in 2004.